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In the beginning…
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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and teaching

them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20)
For more information you can contact
Selvan Govender
032 533 0089 / +27 72 194 3849
www.selvangovender.com
ddgovender@mweb.co.za
Jacob Moses
+27 83 472 0443
jacobmoses@tiscali.co.za

Two things excite me the most. One is shepherding a local church and
the other is teaching and training students for ministry. In the time I’ve
been in ministry I have had the privilege of doing both and I’ve enjoyed
the rewards of both. But during the last three years I have not formally
taught a class of theology students. I felt a bit dried out! Therefore I
was very excited when Pastor Jacob Moses from the Bethany Missions
School invited me to join him and two other pastors to teach a group of
students in Swaziland. After a week of thinking about whether I should
go I finally gave him a call and offered myself.
However, I needed clarification on the financial matters of this
missions’ trip. Pastor Jacob informed me that as far as possible I
needed to seek some of my own funding and he would do the same. He
was certain that the Lord will come through for us in terms of
accommodation and a vehicle.
I now faced the daunting task of raising support for this trip. I had two
plans. The first was to fund the trip myself by shrinking my lifestyle. But
how do you shrink what is already shrunk? (laughing…) The second plan
was to ask a few people to assist me to get there. I opted for the
second plan. In retrospect it was the best plan. I sent SMS’s and emails
Continued on page 2 . . .

In the beginning, continued . . .

to a few friends and ministry partners and within a matter
days all of them gave quickly and freely. To those people
who’ve made this possible, thank you! Only heaven will tell
of your investment but for now I will give you a glimpse.

thoughts, vision, convictions and ministries. I was personally
encouraged to be in the presence of two strong men in the
faith.

Meet the Team

The teaching team was made up of Pastor’s Kristopher
Govender (left back), Jacob Moses (center back), Steve Allen
(right back) and Selvan Govender (front). Steve Allen is a
missionary with the Southern Baptist Mission and he’s a
career missionary in Swaziland. He taught the book of

Revelation.
Pastor Kris, Jacob and I travelled from Durban. The journey
to Swaziland was uneventful except for the wonderful,
insightful paths our Lord took us through as we shared our

Pastor Jacob started Bethany Mission School ten years ago
and to date he’s been successful. His success can be seen
not so much in the academic (degree) qualification of the
students as in the ministerial and spiritual qualification of
his students.
He’s turned out people that are faithfully serving the Lord in
ministry. His ministry is not only impacting South Africa but
also other parts of Africa like Swaziland and Mozambique
where churches are thriving and new churches are being
planted all the time. Pastor Jacob has done a splendid job
leading the school to success.

TWELVE
CHURCHES PLANTED
church to 45 in the youngest.

Meet Pastor Mandla (left) and Pastor Mike (right). Pastor
Mandla is from Swaziland and to date, over the span of
approximately 10 years he has planted 9 churches. Each church
has its own pastor, a few of whom hold secular jobs while
pastoring. These are the men that God led us to minister to over
this one week in October. Every student was committed enough
to the growth of the church and to the call of Christ that they
took time off work to be under the ministry of God’s word. Each
of these 9 churches is at different stages of growth and their
numerical growth ranges from 150 members in the oldest

Pastor Mike also has been keeping busy in Mozambique by
planting 3 churches. Pastor Mike is a Swathi but he’s listened
to the voice of the Lord by going to Mozambique. The first
church that Mike planted comprises of 105 believers, the
second has 42 believers and the third has 35 believers.
Pastor Mike, like Pastor Mandla, has a passion for Christ and
their passion is seen in the urgency they have toward the
unsaved people of Swaziland and Mozambique.
Pray for these men as they toil tirelessly in growing the
Lord’s church in Swaziland and Mozambique. God has been
good and gracious to them and we can empower them
through our prayers, financial support and personnel
availability. I look forward to seeing how God is going to
impact other parts of Africa and the rest of the world
through the efforts of Pastors Mandla and Mike.

God’s People Helping Together –
“And now, brothers, we want you
to know about the grace that God
has given the Macedonian churches.
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Out of the most severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty welled up in rich generosity.
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For I testify that they gave as
much as they were able, and even
beyond their ability. Entirely on their
4
own, they urgently pleaded with
us for the privilege of sharing in this
service to the saints. 5 And they did
not do as we expected, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord
and then to us in keeping with God's
will.” (2 Corinthians 8:1-5)

really is. Some people trade in their
time instead of their money
because they are afraid to lose it.
The Lord’s work will struggle to
move forward if the Lord’s people
fail in their responsibility to
financially empower his work.

The Lord stimulates, empowers and
rejuvenates ministry through his
partnership with human resources.
These resources can take the shape
of your time, your energy, your
intellect, your abilities and your
money. The giving of your money is
a sure sign of where your heart

By giving you have partnered with
Pastors Mandla and Mike to start
those churches. By giving you have
partnered with us by delivering
theological education to strengthen
the pastors there and consequently
the churches there.

I want to praise the Lord for the
number of people who supported
this trip to Swaziland through their
finances. Without your help there
possibly would not have been so
many churches planted. Because
you chose to give, God chose to
bless.

Eternity will certainly tell many
stories because you have made a
deliberate choice to get involved.
The work is not over. There is so
much more to be done. Please do
not stop giving. We plan to go to
Swaziland at least once every
quarter and I plead with you to
support this. If the Lord should so
will, it would be nice if you came
along to see first-hand what the
Lord is doing.
In the words of my minister
colleague I leave you with these
words, “We came, we saw, we got
conquered” It is the undeniable fact
that when God calls his people to
accomplish his purposes he will
most certainly conquer their hearts
as they pursue his programme.
“The worth of a man (and woman’s)
soul is measured by the object of its
love” – Henry Scougal

When you give…
Supporting Selvan Govender
Name of Account: The Phoenix Fellowship
Name of Institute: Standard Bank – Durban North
Account Number: 25-118-776-4
Reference: SelTheolEd
------------------------------Supporting Jacob Moses
Name of Account: Bethany Mission Church
Name of Institute: ABSA - Tongaat
Account Number: 4061701425
Reference: BethTheolEd

Meet
Patrick
Patrick is the man in the middle of the picture. We
stopped by to visit Patrick and within three minutes of
our conversation, he invited us inside for a time of
prayer. Before we prayed we spoke for a few more
minutes and as Patrick spoke I realized I could listen to
him for hours. He shared about his delinquent past and
how far he ran away from God. But God always catches
his man and God caught Patrick. God brought Patrick
under the influence of Bethany Mission School in the
person of Pastor Jacob Moses and Pastor Mandla.

Meet the
Class
The age group of the class ranged from 22 to 60 years. The
education qualification of the class ranged from high school
education to multiple degrees from the university. The class
comprised of Baptist students as well as Zionist students.
One characteristic about the students was the inescapable
fact that every one of them was hungry for God’s word.

Patrick finished his training and was out of contact with
Pastor Moses until this week. This week it was revealed
that after his training, one day he was reading Genesis
12:1-3 and through that passage God called him to
church planting. He says that he took his mattress and
loaded it onto his bakkie, drove to Big Bend (a place in
Swaziland) and started a church.
I marveled at their hunger and it fuelled my own desire for
God. Their hunger awoke in me a fresh desire for God.
God brought 19 students into the classroom. Every student
displayed a high level of commitment and was diligent
throughout the week. Some students, because of long
distances, chose to come with their luggage so that they
don’t have to commute every day. They stayed in the church
hall. This class brimmed with potential. God is at work!

.
When he arrived there, people assisted him because of
the work he was doing. Since then the Lord moved him
to secular work and into another area and this too was
providential because the place that God took him to
had a church that was struggling and desperately
needed leadership. In this desperate situation God
provided Patrick.
Thank God for Patrick, pray for him. We need to train
more “Patrick’s”. When you give financially, you’re
giving to the empowerment of the “Patrick’s” in our
generation.

The Future
What does the future of theological education and church
planting look like in Africa? Currently there is a vision to build
a theological center in Swaziland that could possibly be the
center through which other parts of Africa is reached. Big
vision? Absolutely! We serve a big God who has big plans.
Thank you for your prayers and for your anticipated
generosity.

